232                    THE SUDDEE VTWATSI ADALAT.                 [OITAP.

salary, made in the Governor-General's minute of
October 24th, was adopted by the Council; the salary
to be paid from the date of the appointment.

In 1 April, 1781, Impey wrote a letter to Thurlow in
which he says : " In January last the Governor-General
" and Council settled the establishment of the Judge of
"the Sudder Diwani Adalat at Us. 5000 per month.
" This I have received, but shall be ready to refund it if
"you or any of His Majesty's Ministers shall intimate to
" me that it is improper I should retain it."

2" On July 4th, 1781, Impey addressed a letter to the
" Council/ say ing that he should decline appropriating to
" himself any part of the salary annexed to the office of
" Judge of the Sudder Diwani Adalat till the pleasure
" of the Lord Chancellor should be known," and at the
same time he transmitted to them the Code of Regula-
tions which he had prepared.

Late in 1781 the East India Company consulted their
counsel, Dunning, Wallace, Mansfield, and Rous, on the
legality of the appointment. The case stated the " Com-
" pany's last advices do not inform them what has been
tc done upon this last motion " [the Governor-General's
minute about salary of October 24th, 1780], "but it is not
" doubted that a considerable salary has been annexed to
" the office of Judge of the Adalat." Dunning, Wallace
and Mansfield gave a short opinion that the " appointment
" does not appear to us to be illegal either as being con-
leaving India, see II. 202, all his dates, however, are consistent with the
one given by Impey the younger. Francis reached St. Helena on March
12, 1781, was kept there waiting for convoy four mouths, and reached
Dover at 4 A.M. on October 19, exactly seven years after his arrival at
Calcutta.

1  Impey MSS. vol. ii. f. 40.

2  Impey's Memoirs, 222.    Quoting Bengal Consultations.